
My Students, Your 
Students, Our Students –
The Promise of Inclusive 

(Special) Education
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Welcome and 
Introductions
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Dr. Sara Scribner


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Lover of Coffee!
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Brief Journey through Disability History: Almost 
(and only) 50 Years of Public Education Access
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So, What is the 
IDEA?
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13 Federal Categories 
for IDEA Qualification
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The 6 Principles of  
IDEA
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FAPE
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IEP
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Major Components of an IEP
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Procedural 
safeguards
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


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Parent and student 
participation









Appropriate evaluation


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





LRE: Least Restrictive Environment

**arguably, most important principle in connection to inclusive 
service delivery**



 (i)

 (ii)

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.114/a/2/i
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.114/a/2/ii


IDEA, The Law and 
inclusive education









Shifting Views 
on Disability









Inclusion 
Starts 
with… 
Pedagogy

That believes ALL students belong

That believes ALL students make meaningful contributions to all 
that is happening

That believes ALL students are capable of learning and should 
have access to grade level content and curriculum 

That values the diversity all learners add to the community… 
does not place value on “normal” and does not aim to "fix" or 
"change" 

That believes in creating a space and learning opportunities that 
work for a wide range of learners 

That emphasizes utilizing all adults to meaningfully engage all 
students in learning



Pedagogy then Informs Practices, such as…

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





What is the most common push-back to or claims 
we hear about inclusive education?

http://tinyurl.com/PSUWebinar



Myth or Fact #1



According to the 
research…









Myth or Fact #2



According to the 
research…









Myth or Fact #3





According to the 
research…








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Myth or Fact #4



According to the 
research…




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Myth #5







According to the research…



Elementary Classroom 
Disrupted by Pullout
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Special Ed Model: Before

Self-Contained:

K-5 significant 
disabilities

Resource
Resource

Resource

Inclusion: 
20+10



Special Ed Model: After

Inclusive 
Teaming

Inclusive 
Teaming

Inclusive 
Teaming

Inclusive 
Teaming

Inclusive 
Teaming



Statewide 
Reading 
Test Data

Category
Before 3 years later

Students Tested (%) 70 98
All students – Proficient or advanced (%) 50 86

African-American students – Proficient or advanced (%) 33 78

Asian students – Proficient or advanced (%) 47 100

Hispanic students – Proficient or advanced (%) 18 100

Special education students - Proficient or advanced (%) 13 60

ELL students - Proficient or advanced (%) 17 100

Students in poverty - Proficient or advanced (%) 40 78



Upcoming Offerings 
in Special Education 

@ PSU









Upcoming Professional 
Development 
Opportunities 

https://www.plymouth.edu/educator-
preparation/opportunities-k-12-schools-
educators 

https://www.plymouth.edu/educator-preparation/opportunities-k-12-schools-educators
https://www.plymouth.edu/educator-preparation/opportunities-k-12-schools-educators
https://www.plymouth.edu/educator-preparation/opportunities-k-12-schools-educators


Question? Comments?

sara.scribner@Plymouth.edu

mailto:sara.scribner@Plymouth.edu
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